12:13 Teaching Notes – December 11, 2011
TODAY’S TOPIC: 1 Samuel (2)

AGENDA
· Welcome!

· Ice Breaker: None
· Offering

· Have volunteers pick two boys and two girls

· Pray

· Anyone here for the first time?

· We want to give you a gift – a special pen

· If your family is in this church and you’ll be coming back, we want to give you a binder as well

· Head on over to the registration table

· Administrative Announcements

· Carols, Cookies, and Cocoa – Tonight!!!
· Show slide

· Carols, handing out church invitations, bake-off and games at church
· Meet at Flower Hill Commnity Center at 6:00 for caroling or meet at church at 7:00 for Cookies, Cocoa, and Games.

· Need to find your own transportation
· Bible Bowl Next Week: 1 Samuel

· Class will go from 9-10:30 – come right to class instead of starting with worship

· All answers will be based on the English Standard Version translation

· Have decided to allow teams of 3 or 4
· Prize for winning team: $10 gift cards for each team member and name on the trophy!
· Still plenty of time to form your teams!

· Bible Reading

· Party and gift in January for all those who successfully complete the Bible In A Year challenge
· Also a prize if you complete in two years
· New challenge for 2012 begins January 1
· Bible Reading plans: See the link to Discipleship Journal Bible Reading plan on the 12:13 blog
· Face2Face: Catherine Park, Gabriel Hyon
· Interview

· Give $5 McDonald card


Teaching: The Greatest Story Ever Told: How To Read And Understand OLD TESTAMENT NARRATIVES (I Samuel, Part 2)

· TITLE SLIDE
· Last week we began studying the book of 1 Samuel, a great example of one type of biblical literature called “Old Testament Narrative.”

· Who remembers the word that theologians use to refer to the “art and science of biblical interpretation”? (Hermeneutics)

· What is the word that means “using hermeneutics to reach a correct understanding of a text”? (exegesis)

· OK – you’re ready to dig a little deeper into your study of biblical hermeneutics…
· SPECIAL HERMENEUTICS: OLD TESTAMENT NARRATIVES

· General hermeneutics refers to rules of interpretation that are true for all of Scripture – all 10 different types of Scripture.

· Special hermeneutics are rules of interpretation that apply to specific types of biblical literature.

· There are a few things we need to understand when we read Old Testament Narratives.

· First, “narratives” are simply stories

· The most common type of literature in the Bible is a story

· Examples: Story of Joseph and his brothers in Genesis; story of Israelites conquering Jericho in the book of Joshua; or the story of a young widow marrying Boaz in the book of Ruth.

· Here are a few additional rules to keep in mind when trying to understand and Old Testament narrative:
· Narratives tell what actually happened, not what should have happened
· Should Saul have tried to kill David? Should he have gone to a witch for advice? No…but he did, and the Old Testament narratives tell us the real story.
· The men and women in Old Testament narratives are not always good examples for us to follow
· We see the good, the bad, and the ugly – people just like us
· God is the main character and ultimate hero in Old Testament narratives
· Though we focus on men like Samuel, Saul, and David, the story is really about God and about what he is doing in their lives and in the world
· The Bible is God’s story from beginning to end.
· It is the greatest story ever told!
· WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ME?

· When people fail to do good exegesis – when they don’t follow the rules for biblical interpretation – they can end up with very different meanings.

· Imagine the following…

· You write a letter to a friend in California in which you talk about how you mistakenly told your friend about your brother’s surprise party.

· You mail the letter…but somehow it falls out of the airplane while it’s flying over the Rocky Mountains

· It lands on top of a snow-covered mountain where it becomes packed and preserved in ice.

· 2,000 years from now, the Naphtunkians – the name of the civilization that now lives on the American continent – uncovers your letter and brings it to one of their museums.

· Three scholars work on interpreting the language and meaning.

· One sentence in particular has them somewhat confused: “I let the cat out of the bag and told my friend about Ben’s birthday party.”

· The first scholar – we’ll call him Tunky #1 – is a biologist. He thinks your sentence means that cats were used as messengers in American society – that you let the cat out of a bag and the cat carried your message to your friend.

· Tunky #2, the next scholar, is a psychologist. She finds a different meaning in your sentence. She thinks that “letting the cat out of the bag” is a symbol for overcoming your fears – that once you overcame your fears, you were able to tell your friend the news.

· Tunky #3 is an economist, very practical. He is sure that your letter means that you gave a cat to your brother Ben as a birthday present.

· One sentence, three scholars, three different interpretations.

· What did the sentence mean to you when you wrote it? Isn’t that the real question? What were you trying to communicate?

· As it turns out, none of the scholars had it right. None of them realized that “let the cat out of the bag” was an American way of saying that you shared a secret. Because they didn’t know this, they didn’t do good exegesis – they didn’t reach a correct understanding of your text.

· INTERPRETATION’S GOLDEN RULE

· When it comes to understanding Scripture, the golden rule of interpretation is this: Skillfully use the rules of hermeneutics to understand what the text meant to the original author.
· It could mean very different things to you and you and you…
· But what did it mean to the man who wrote it?
· That’s the big question.
· As we look at the book of 1st Samuel this month and at other books of Scripture later this year, this is the main question we will want to be asking: What did this text mean to the original author?
· MAD GAB MANIA!

· Sample: Thief Lore Sturdy (The floor is dirty)
· Abe Hum Pen Thin Height (A bump in the night)
· Thigh Sing Gone Thick Ache (The icing on the cake)
· Up Aisle Us No Boss (A pile of snowballs)
· ANOINTED AS KING

· Last week we learned how Saul’s pride cost him his kingdom and his life.

· After Saul had rebelled against God by failing to obey his commands, God rejected him as king…and chose another to lead his people Israel.

· We read the story in I Samuel 16, beginning in verse 1

· Read I Samuel 16:1-13
· David was humble in heart
· When Jesse lined up his boys for Samuel’s inspection, the old prophet was still impressed with size and good looks, just as he had been with Saul.
· But God corrected him and said, here’s what impresses me. “Man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” (v. 7)
· God saw something in David’s heart that is revealed again and again throughout his life – a fear of God and a trust in God that’s greater than anything else. David was humble in heart.
· Empowered by the Spirit
· Just like Saul, David was filled with the Spirit when anointed to be king.
· “And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward.” (v. 13)
· Man of many talents
· I’ve heard children’s songs that speak of David as the little shepherd boy…but he was a lot more than that.

· Even as a young man, he was very talented.

· When Saul is looking for a musician to help calm his tormented nerves, one of his servants tells him about David and describes him this way:

· “Skillful in playing, a man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, a man of good presence, the Lord is with him.” (16:18)

· In other words…

· A skilled musician

· A courageous man

· A great soldier

· A brilliant orator

· A man with class and dignity

· A man who walks with God

· That’s quite a resume!
· DAVID AND GOLIATH
· Perhaps the most famous day in David’s life is when he took on the Philistine giant Goliath…let’s hear the story.
· Read I Samuel 17:1-11
· Goliath taunted the Israelite army for 40 days like this

· David’s three older brothers were in the army

· One day his dad sent him to visit them and take them some food

· When he heard Goliath, he was enraged – “For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?” (26)

· Word got to Saul that David was willing to fight

· “You’re just a youth,” said Saul.

· “I’ve struck down lions and bears while caring for my sheep,” answered David, and this giant will be just like one of them because he has defied God.

· Saul gave him his armor and sent him out, but since he hadn’t tested it he took it off again. Instead he chose 5 stones from the stream and he ran toward Goliath.

· Read I Samuel 17:41-49
· What characterizes David during this encounter?

· He is concerned for God’s glory

· Goliath’s not just mocking the Israelite army – he’s mocking God!

· He is confident in God’s help

· “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” (37)

· He conquers in God’s strength

· It’s not David’s courage or skill that wins the day

· It’s God – God is the real hero in this story! And he is committed to taking care of his people Israel!

· And guess what? He’s committed to taking care of you!!!

· ACTIVITY: FIVE SMOOTH STONES
· Ask the girls to stand who have December birthdays

· Get one of the tall boys in class to volunteer, stand on a chair

· Have the girl whose birthday is closest to Christmas shoot 5 smooth stones (marshmallows) with a slingshot at the boy’s head

· MAN ON THE RUN
· For a little while David was a favorite of King Saul…until jealousy set in

· But when the spears started flying, David began running…and was on the run until the end of Saul’s life

· Lots that we could talk about, but let me just highlight one story from this time in David’s life

· Acting like a crazy man at the gates of Gath

· Sought protection from Achish, King of Gath

· Then he got nervous – what if they killed him instead of protecting him?

· To save his life, he acted like he had gone crazy

· Read I Samuel 21:13
· Achish said, Get out of here! Do I need any more mad men in my court?

· It was a close call…

· We catch a glimpse of David’s heart after this encounter

· A grateful man

· He could easily have been angry at God, confused, depressed

· God had anointed him king…why was he letting this happen?

· Instead, David focuses on the fact that God has delivered him from his enemy and he writes one of his many psalms of praise to celebrate.

· “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!” (Ps. 34:8)

· Steps For My Path: How do I respond to life’s hardships? 
· DAVID SPARES SAUL’S LIFE
· After all this time on the run, David must have been tempted to wonder if the Lord had forgotten his promise to make him king.

· But one day everything changed…God gave David the chance to escape this hardship once and for all! (Or so it seemed.)

· Photo. David and his 600 men had hidden in the cave of Adullam.

· King Saul and his 3,000 men were tracking them through the wilderness, following every little clue, when Saul realized he needed a bathroom break. Seeing the mouth of a cave nearby, he stepped inside for a little privacy…not realizing that 601 other men were hiding in the same bathroom!

· It’s a small world, isn’t it? You just never know who you’ll run into at the public restroom!

· It didn’t take a priest to figure out what God’s will was in this situation. David’s men whispered to him, “Here is the day of which the Lord said to you, ‘Behold, I will give your enemy into your hand…’” (24:4) This was a no-brainer, a perfect opportunity that only God could have arranged!

· David snuck up quietly behind Saul, his knife in his hand – but then he did something that may have surprised even himself. Instead of snuffing out Saul’s life, David simply shaved off a corner of his robe, a scrap of cloth, and crept back into the depths of the cave.

· I don’t think that’s what David’s men were looking for or expecting. 

· “Uh, David…you just had the chance to kill the man who has been trying his hardest to kill you. God gave him into your hands…and you only sliced off a corner of his robe? What’s up with that?”

· But something else was going on inside David. I Samuel 24:5 tells us this: “And afterward David’s heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. He said to his men, ‘The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord’s anointed, to put out my hand against him…”

· He was convicted of sin for doing this tiny little thing to Saul, God’s anointed king. 

· His men couldn’t believe he had wasted this perfect opportunity for revenge…and David is confessing sin for shortening Saul’s robe by a couple of inches.

· Does this seem crazy to you?

· Here’s what David was feeling: His fear of God, his respect for God, controlled him. He lived to serve and please and honor God. By doing this small thing to God’s anointed king, he felt as if he had done it to God himself – and he was deeply convicted.

· His men wanted to go and finish the job if he wouldn’t, but David held them back until Saul left the cave.

· David feared God enough not to assault God’s anointed king…and he trusted God enough to know that God would deliver him from Saul.

· When David came out of the cave, he yelled to Saul, “My lord the king!”

· Can you imagine the surprise that must have been for Saul?

· David said, “See, my father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by the fact that I cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands…May the Lord judge between me and you, may the Lord avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be against you.” (24:11-12)

· What an amazing example of a man who feared and trusted God!

· WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM DAVID?
· What do we learn from the life of David?

· I think David says it best. In Psalm 34, the psalm he wrote after acting like a crazy man in front of the Philistine king, David wrote these words:

· “Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.” (Ps. 34:11)

· David feared God. What does that mean?

· He tried to obey God in all situations, no matter how hard

· He cared more about God’s glory than his own

· He wanted God’s will to be done, not his own

· He thought about God all the time – God was the center of his life

· David teaches us to fear God

· He also teaches us to trust God

· No matter how big the giant we face…

· No matter how long it takes for God to fulfill his promises…

· We can trust him!

· When God looked down at the youngest son of Jesse, he didn’t look at his outward appearance – his size, his strength, his age. Instead, he looked at his heart.

· God is looking down on us today…looking down on you. He is not impressed with how you look, what you say, how you act. He’s looking straight at your heart. What does he see?

· Let’s pray…

· Study hard for the Bible Bowl
· Hope to see many of you at the Christmas activity tonight!
· Set up chairs for Starting Point (see diagram)
