12:13 Teaching Notes
Pilgrim’s Progress #12 – The Prince of Darkness         January 22, 2012
TODAY’S TOPIC: PILGRIM’S PROGRESS (12)

TO DO

· Create the Ice Breaker topic and/or get to know you game
· Determine the Face2Face interview student from list (from Jessica Britt)
· Prep Sword Drill game
NOTES FOR ROOM CAPTAIN

· Door monitors: One at top of stairwell, one at bottom of stairwell
· Put handout on seats before class
· Highlight one word on notes for one boy, one girl (Bible check)
· Stand at top of stairs to let me know when meeting is dismissed
AGENDA
· Welcome 
· Welcome slide on projection screen

· Ice Breaker/ “Get to Know You” Activity 

· All students seated
· Offering
· Have volunteers pick two boys and two girls

· Pray
· Anyone here for the first time?
· Welcome to 12:13!

· Give binder if they will be coming regularly. 

· Give candy if just visiting.
· Administrative announcements
· Who brought their Bibles? 
· Face2Face Profile with ________________
· Interview
· Give $5 McDonald card

TEACHING: Battling the Prince of Darkness (Pilgrim’s Progress, Part 12)
· Brief Review of Last Week
· Today we pick up Pilgrim’s Progress where we left off…

· Christian had just spent several days in the Beautiful Palace on the hill being equipped for the journey

· Learning about the Lord of the Hill in the library

· Outfitted with armor

· A view of the Delightful Mountains to encourage him on his way

· The four sisters had escorted him down the steep hill to the Valley of Humiliation where they gave him food and drink for the journey and said goodbye.

· Let’s continue the story…

· Read PP 77
· Pray
· MET BY A MONSTER
· Valley of Humiliation

· Following Jesus is a journey

· On this path there will be wonderful, joyful moments where everything seems perfect

· That’s what Christian had just experienced in the Beautiful Palace

· But there will also be painful, difficult moments when everything seems to go wrong

· There are certain lessons that we can only learn at those times, in those valleys

· Christian is about to learn a very important lesson about fighting the good fight of faith

· Apollyon

· The monster that confronts Christian is named Apollyon

· In the last book of the Bible, Revelation, we learn that Apollyon is the angel of the bottomless pit

· In this story, Apollyon is a demonic ruler, a captain in Satan’s army

· Hideous beast

· He is hideous to look at

· Scales like a fish all over his body – his pride and armor

· Wings like a dragon

· Feet like a bear  

· Mouth like a lion

· Out of his belly belches fire and smoke

· SWEAR ALLEGIANCE TO YOUR PRINCE!

· Read PP 77-78

· You are my subject
· Apollyon reminds Christian that he is prince of the City of Destruction, and thus Christian is subject to his rule, obligated to obey him
· Ephesians 2:1-2 affirms the truth of this: “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked…following the prince of the power of the air…”
· Christian agrees that he was born in service to this prince, but because he found the service hard and the wages poor, he chose to leave and seek a new master
· Apollyon says that he won’t give Christian up so easily – he intends to keep him in his service. He offers him a better wage if he will return.
· Christian responds by saying that he is now in the service of the King of Princes and can’t go back to serving Apollyon.
· Apollyon disagrees. He points out that many people have served this King for awhile but then returned to him. If Christian will only do the same, Apollyon promises, all will turn out well.
· But Christian refuses.
· “I like his work, his wages, his servants, his government, his company, and his country more than yours” (79)
· “Stop trying to persuade me – I am going to follow my new King!
· THREATS AND ACCUSATIONS

· I won’t read this part of the story, but Apollyon goes on to threaten and accuse Christian
· Shameful death awaits those who leave me to follow him
· Most of those who leave my service to follow him have come to a terrible end
· Has he ever come from his place to deliver them out of my hands? No!
· But many times I have come to snatch my followers away from him
· Christian’s response: The reason he doesn’t deliver them from your attacks is because he is testing their faith and love, to see if the will serve him to the end.
· They don’t expect to be delivered – instead, they are looking forward to the glory they will receive when their Prince returns with his angels.
· How can you expect him to help you when you have been unfaithful to him?
· How have I been unfaithful, asks Christian?
· Apollyon knows every detail. So does Satan. The Bible calls him “the accuser of the brothers” (Rev. 12:10). One of his most effective weapons is to point out all the ways we have sinned and fallen short.
· You fainted at the beginning of your journey when you were stuck in the Swamp of Despondence
· You tried to get rid of your burden the wrong way by going to Mr. Legality
· You fell asleep half way up the Hill Difficulty and lost your document
· You were scared of the lions and almost turned back
· Whenever you tell others about your journey, you are inwardly boastful of what you’ve seen and done
· All this is true, admitted Christian, and much more. But the Prince I serve is merciful and ready to forgive.
· Apollyon’s Rage
· At this point the gloves come off. No longer is Apollyon seeking to persuade Christian to return – he is now intent on murder.
· Read PP 80 (two paragraphs)

· “I’m an enemy of this prince! I hate his person, his laws, and his people. I’ve come here to oppose you!”
· A VIOLENT BATTLE

· Read battle account on PP 80-82

· Wounds and weakness
· Combat lasted half a day
· Christian fought bravely, but the combination of his wounds and battle fatigue wore him down
· We have a strong enemy – he doesn’t roll over and play dead when we fight back. No! He pulls no punches…he plays for keeps…he is determined to destroy our souls and take us down with him to hell!
· Almost crushed
· Seeing that Christian was weak, Apollyon seized him and threw him to the ground. Christian’s sword flew from his hand.
· “I have you beaten now!” gloated the monster.
· But, as he prepared to strike the death blow, Christian skillfully reached for his sword and gave a deadly thrust.
· A deadly thrust
· Apollyon backed off, appearing to be mortally wounded.
· Encouraged, Christian attacked again.
· With that Apollyon spread his dragon wings and flew away, never to be seen by Christian again.
· Victory!
· “The most dreadful fight I ever saw,” writes John Bunyan.
· But a total victory for Christian.
· “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7)
· GAME: SWORD DRILL

· A team of students from each grade will be given a sheet of paper with one word on it. At a given signal they see how quickly they can position themselves in order so that their words spell the verse.
· 8th Grade (12 students): Rejoice not over me, my enemy when I fall, I shall rise (Micah 7:8)
· 7th Grade (14 students): In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us (Romans 8:37)
· 6th Grade (13 students): There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1)
· THREE SHARP SWORDS

· “Rejoice not over me, my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise” (Micah 7:8)
· “In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 8:37)
· “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus: (Romans 8:1)
· CHRISTIAN JOURNEY’S ON
· Read PP 82 (bottom)

· Wounds healed
· A hand from heaven brings Christian leaves from the Tree of Life – he applies these to his wounds and is immediately healed
· Strength restored
· He sits down on the field of battle and refreshes himself with the food and drink that the four sisters gave him when he left the Beautiful Palace – his strength is restored
· Sword in hand
· With new strength and a battle-hardened faith, he presses on through the valley, sword in hand, ready for any other enemy that might attack
· “For the Word of God is active, sharper than any two-edged sword…” (Hebrews 4:12)
· Steps For My Path: Where is my enemy attacking me? What Scripture will force him to flee?
· Prayer
· Set up chairs for Starting Point (see diagram)
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