12:13 AGENDA
Pilgrim’s Progress #10 – The House On The Hill       January 8, 2012
TODAY’S TOPIC: PILGRIM’S PROGRESS (10)

TO DO

· Determine winners of Bible Bowl and plan gift cards/trophies for those students.
· Make copies of the Discipleship Journal Bible Plan for distribution.
· Determine Face2Face interviewee (Jessica Britt has list).
· Gather “lion stories” from students to incorporate into PP review.
· Update PowerPoint to include names of individuals who submitted their lion stories.
· Create review question based on one of the lion stories.
NOTES FOR ROOM CAPTAIN

· Door monitors: One at top of stairwell, one at bottom of stairwell
· Put handout on seats before class
· Highlight one word on notes for one boy, one girl (Bible check)
· Stand at top of stairs to let me know when meeting is dismissed
AGENDA
· Welcome 
· Welcome slide on projection screen

· Ice Breaker/ “Get to Know You” Activity 

· All students seated
· Offering
· Have volunteers pick two boys and two girls

· Pray
· Anyone here for the first time?
· Welcome to 12:13!

· Give binder if they will be coming regularly. 

· Give candy if just visiting.
· Administrative Announcements

· Give prizes to the winners of 1 Samuel Bible Bowl

· Explain Bible Reading Challenge for 2012

· Two options

· Read the Bible in a year

· Read the Bible in two years

· Explain the plan, freedom to choose which columns they want to do

· Bring your Bibles! (Prizes for students who do.)
· Face2Face Interview with ___________
· Interview
· Give $5 McDonald card
TEACHING: Fellowship In The House On The Hill (Pilgrim’s Progress, Part 10)
· BRIEF REVIEW OF LAST CHAPTER IN PP
· When Christian reached the top of the Hill of Difficulty, he saw a beautiful palace…a safe place to spend the night.

· But he saw something else – two hungry lions flanking the narrow path.

· He was tempted to go back like Fearful and Mistrust had done.

· But then he heard the voice of Watchful, the palace guard.

· Is your strength so small?

· Don’t fear the lions, for they are chained.

· Christian couldn’t see the chains – all he could see was the fangs. 

· But he trusted Watchful’s words and walked – in fear but in faith – down the very center of the path. Though he could feel the lions’ hot breath and hear their growls, he got safely past. What a relief!

· As I talked about this encounter, I wanted you to remember two main points:

· Every Christian will face lions

· Your lion may be different than mine…sickness, financial hardship, a situation in which it is difficult to obey God…but God will place lions in your path. Why? To stretch and strengthen your faith.

· Your lion is on a chain!

· No need to fear

· You can look that lion in the face and say, I know why you are here: To test my faith, to make it stronger and deeper, so that Jesus will get praise, glory, and honor from my life.

· I asked you to e-mail me about some of the “lions” you have faced in the past year. Thanks for your responses!

· Where Are YOUR Lions?
· Discuss “lion” examples provided by students.

· These are real challenges – real lions. I know it’s not easy to face them. But remember: They are on a chain! God is using them to stretch and strengthen your faith. With that confidence we can look our lions in the eye and say, “Bring it on!”

· Prayer for those facing lions
· Fellowship In The House On The Hill
· Read excerpts from PP 63-69
· Briefly summarize 64-65: Piety asks questions about his journey: Why he left the City of Destruction, how he found his way to the narrow gate, and about his visit to the Interpreter’s house. When she asked about the rest of his journey, he told her about what happened to him at the Place of Deliverance…(begin reading at bottom of p. 65)

· A FAMILY WELCOME
· When Christian enters the palace and asks if he can spend the night, Watchful says that he will need to ask permission from the family.

· One of the members of the family, a young woman named Discretion, comes and asks Christian some questions about where he has come from and where he is going.

· Once she knows that he is a Christian, she invites him in where he is welcomed by the rest of the family.

· For the rest of the chapter we see Christian having conversation with Discretion and three of her sisters – Piety, Prudence, and Charity.

· Together these sisters represent biblical wisdom and love. They ask Christian lots of questions in order to encourage and strengthen him in the things of God.

· CHRISTIAN TELLS OF HIS JOURNEY
· When Piety asks Christian about his travels, he briefly recounts the main steps of his journey so far.

· Evangelist: He wouldn’t have found his way to the Narrow Gate and the path without Evangelist.

· How grateful we should be for those who share the words of life with us!

· Grateful for my mother…my pastors…my Christian friends

· Interpreter: He showed me things that will stick with me as long as I live. “I could have stayed at that good man’s house for a year!”

· Crucified Savior:
· A Man bleeding upon a tree

· “The very sight of him made my burden fall off my back.”

· Shining Ones: Promise that his sins are forgiven, exchanged rich robe for his rags, and gave him a seal and document guaranteeing his inheritance.

· Lions: He humbly tells them that if it hadn’t been for Watchful, he may well have gone back in fear.

· BATTLING THE ENEMY WITHIN

· Prudence asks Christian a different set of questions that reveal a sobering truth about the Christian life: Even though our burden of guilt has been removed at the cross, the baggage of our sin remains. Though Christ has paid the penalty for all our sin, its power continues to work in us. We have an enemy within.

· Romans 7:21 – “When I want to do right, evil lies close at hand”

· Share about my self-righteous action toward Mr. Malcolm on the retreat

· Prudence asks Christian about this enemy within his heart – how he fights it and how he is able to conquer it.

· Though Christian humbly admits that he doesn’t always conquer this enemy, he mentions four things that help him overcome it. These are so good – listen closely and lay hold of these weapons that God has provided to help you conquer your enemy within:

· The cross – Nothing helps us fight sin more powerfully than the gospel itself. 

· Jesus died for our sin

· He broke its grip on our lives

· He set us free

· Take your sins to the cross and nail them there with the truth of what Christ has done in you and for you

· The robe of Christ’s righteousness

· Our righteousness is like filthy rags

· We can never be good enough to please God, no matter how hard we try

· But Jesus was good enough to please God – and he wraps us in the righteousness that he earned!

· Thinking about who we are in Christ helps us to battle sinful temptations

· The Document of his inheritance

· We have been bought by God – purchased from slavery to sin

· I am heir to God’s kingdom – I am his son!

· Temptation tries to drag me back into slavery – remembering my inheritance motivates me to live for my new Master and King.

· The city toward which he is traveling

· This world is not my home – my citizenship is in heaven! (Philippians 3:20)

· C.S. Lewis – making mud pies vs. spending the day at the shore

· WHY STRIVE TOWARD ZION?

· Steps For My Path: How would you answer?

· Christian’s response
· To see Jesus
· “I love Him because my burden was eased by Him.”
· To be free from sin
· To live forever
· FEAST FOR THE SOUL
· Steps For My Path: What do you talk about at the table?

· What dominated discussion in the House on the Hill?
· The Lord: His love, death, victory
· Fellowship: The language of Christians
· Jesus spoken here!
· SWEET DREAMS
· Prayed together for the Lord’s protection – committed themselves to his care

· Gave Christian a large upstairs room 

· He slept in peace until the break of day

· He awoke to the glory of a beautiful sunrise, refreshed by his fellowship in the House on the Hill

· REVIEW AND REMEMBER…
· Which pastor leads the youth pastoral team?

· What is the name of the 8th Grader in today’s “Face2Face”?

· (Question related to one of the Lion stories.)
· Which of these was not one of the sisters in the House on the Hill? (Prudence, Virtue, Charity, Patience)

· Complete this verse: “When I want to do right, ________ lies close at hand.”

· What was Christian’s first reason for traveling to Zion? A. To live forever, B. To see Jesus, or C. To be free from sin

· What is the language of Christians?
· Prayer
· Set up chairs for Starting Point (see diagram)
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