
12:13 AGENDA
Pilgrim’s Progress #11 – Equipped For The Journey   January 15, 2012
TODAY’S TOPIC: PILGRIM’S PROGRESS (11)

TO DO

· Come up with Ice Breaker question (suggestion: What team are you rooting for to make it to the Super Bowl?)
NOTES FOR ROOM CAPTAIN

· Door monitors: One at top of stairwell, one at bottom of stairwell
· Put handout on seats before class
· Highlight one word on notes for one boy, one girl (Bible check)
· Stand at top of stairs to let me know when meeting is dismissed
AGENDA
· Welcome 
· Welcome slide on projection screen

· Ice Breaker/ “Get to Know You” Activity 

· All students seated
· Offering
· Have volunteers pick two boys and two girls

· Pray
· Anyone here for the first time?
· Welcome to 12:13!

· Give binder if they will be coming regularly. 

· Give candy if just visiting.
· Administrative announcements
· Give out Giftcards for Bible Bowl winners
· Who brought their Bibles? 
· Face2Face Profile with Janelle Orndorff and Quentin Llewellyn 
· Interview
· Give $5 McDonald card

TEACHING: EQUIPPED FOR THE JOURNEY (PILGRIM’S PROGRESS, PART 11)
· Quick review of last chapter

· Christian made it past the lions and was welcomed into the Palace Beautiful – a house built by the Lord of the Hill for the relief and security of Pilgrims.

· Discretion and her three sisters–Piety, Charity, and Prudence–asked Christian lots of questions about his journey.

· Prudence asked him whether he still thought about his former home and whether he still carried any baggage from that place with him.

· Christian admitted that he did still have worldly habits of thinking that had formed when he lived in the City of Destruction.

· Do you remember the phrase we used to describe these temptations?

· The Enemy Within

· Every Christian still battles against this enemy inside our hearts

· When Prudence asked how Christian battled these temptations, he mentioned four strategies he used:

· Think about the cross
· Remember the robe of Christ’s righteousness which he had been given

· Reflect on the “document” of his inheritance – the promise that he had been adopted by God and sealed with the Holy Spirit—God had chosen him to be apart of his family
· Look forward to the City towards which he was traveling
· After extended discussion, the four sisters shared a memorable meal with Christian. Though the food was delicious, the most refreshing thing for Christian was the fellowship – all they talked about at the table was the Lord of the Hill and his bloody victory over his enemies.

· Do you remember what we said was the language of Christians? Fellowship! Wherever true Christians are, they will naturally speak about Jesus – his love, his life, his death, his resurrection, his coming again. 

· We talk about what we love…the more we love Jesus, the more we will talk about him!

· Let’s practice this for a minute…

· LET’S TALK…ABOUT JESUS!
· Pick one of the questions on the screen to ask a friend. Then let the friend ask you one of the other questions.

· Spend 3 minutes on this.

· Ask for some audience feedback.
· These questions are in your handout. These are some great things to get a conversation going. You don’t have to wait for your parents to start the conversation. If you are a Christian and you love Jesus. 
· At the end of that first night, Christian went to sleep in a bedroom called Peace and woke up to a beautiful sunrise. – It had been a great first night and no only his first night. 
· That brings us to today’s reading as we learn how Christian was equipped for the journey before leaving the Palace Beautiful.

· EQUIPPED FOR THE JOURNEY
· Read PP 70-73
· LESSONS IN THE LIBRARY
· After Christian woke up and had breakfast, the sisters insisted that he see some of the excellent things in their house.

· They took him first to the study – the library – where they spent the entire day!

· University of Maryland, College Park – 1.6 million volumes

· Harvard University – 90 libraries, 15 million volumes

· Library of Congress – 30 million volumes

· What did Christian learn about the Lord of the Hill in that special library?

· Lord’s lineage/ His Ancestry 
· Son of God (“The Ancient of Days”) His Father 
· And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17)

· Not born or created – with God from the very beginning

· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1 ESV) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14 ESV) 
· Jesus has always been with the Father, he was not created
“John 1:1 can be said to mean this, “Before the beginning of the world there was the Word, who always existed as the eternal Son with God His Father, and who always exited with the nature of God as God.” “This very Word– who is the eternal Son living always with God His Father and who eternally is God in his own nature– yes, this very Word has come to earth and has become also full a man As the God-man, He lived in our very midst so that we could see him up-close and observe what he was like. How amazing it is that God should become also a man! There is no one like Jesus!” -Bruce A. Ware, Big Truths for Young Hearts   
· His acts

· Whisper Down The Lane game – row by row

· Person on end of row writes down the phrase 

· Whispers it down the lane

· Which row gets it most accurate     ely?

· The acts He had done were also more fully recorded here. 

· His servants – who do you remember?

· OT servants – Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David, Isaiah, Daniel and his friends, Hezekiah, etc.

· NT servants – Peter, John, Paul, Silas, Timothy, Lydia, etc.

· God rewards his servants well – “treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:20)

· In the library Christian also learned about many of the great heroes of the faith – men and women whose exploits are described in the Bible.

· Read Hebrews 11:32-38
· “And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.”

· WEAPONS IN THE ARMORY
· The next day the sisters took Christian to the armory where they showed him all kinds of equipment that the Lord had provided for pilgrims traveling on the path. 
· This is standard issue for Christian soldiers-- Ephesians 6:11-“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.”
· Sword – the Word of God

· Shield – of faith

· Helmet – of salvation

· Breastplate – of righteousness

· Belt – of truth

· Shoes – readiness given by the gospel of peace (to share good news with others)

· As we will see in our next reading from Pilgrim’s Progress these weapons are absolutely necessary on the Christian path – weapons to attack our enemies and defend ourselves from their attacks.

· Great weapons of old

· Staff of Moses (crossing Red Sea, turned into serpent)

· Donkey’s jawbone that Samson used

· Sling and five stones that David used on Goliath

· Spent another full day showing Christian all these things that brought him much joy and confidence.

· DELIGHTFUL MOUNTAIN VIEWS

· Christian wakes up and is eager to continue his journey, but the sisters say that they want to show him one more thing before he leaves: the Delightful Mountains.

· They took him up on top of the palace and had him look to the south.

· Far away he saw a beautiful mountainous country with woods, vineyards, streams, flowers, and fountains.

· Why did they want him to see this view? Three reasons:

· 1. Take comfort in what lies ahead 

· The Delightful Mountains were much closer to Celestial City.

· Seeing what lay ahead would encourage and comfort him as he kept moving forward.

· 2. Expect joys (as well as trials) on the journey

· The Christian life is not all about suffering and hardship

· God knows that we need encouragement

· Every Sunday is meant to be a holiday in the Delightful Mountains – remembering the love of God, feasting on his Word, enjoying the beauty of who He is and what He has done

· 3. From there you can see the City!

· If he could only make it that far, the end of his pilgrimage would be in sight
· It would be a lot easier for Christian to look ahead to the heavenly city towards which he is traveling from this place. 
· CHRISTIAN TRAVELS ON

· Finally it was time for Christian to leave the Beautiful Palace
· He asked the palace guard, Watchful, if he had seen any other pilgrims pass by
· Watchful said he had seen a man go by recently – his name was Faithful
· “I know him!” said Christian – he’s from my home town and is a close neighbor!”
· With that encouraging news, Christian began descending the steep path down into the Valley of Humiliation
· The four sisters walked with him, reminding him of all the things they had discussed and seen and helping him down the hill  
· Even with their help, the path was so steep that he lost his footing a couple of times
· At the bottom of the hill the sisters gave him gifts to strengthen him for the journey – loaf of bread, bottle of wine, and cluster of raisins – and bid him farewell
· With a glad heart and light step, refreshed by fellowship in the house on the hill and equipped with sturdy armor, Christian pressed forward on his journey…having no idea what danger and dismay lay ahead of him in the valley.
· Prayer

· Set up chairs for Starting Point (see diagram)
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