12:13 Teaching Notes – May 24, 2015
AGENDA
· Attendance

· Name tags -- One parent volunteer per grade/gender

· If you don’t have a name tag, please register at table

· Small Talk

· Memorial Day Video: “If I Should Die Before You Wake” (You Tube)
· Any family members in the military?
· Welcome!

· First time guests?
· Ask their name, grade, and school – pick from candy jar
· Class Rules

· Briefly review slide
· Remind students about use of phones
· New City Catechism

· Introduce Question 20
· Q: Who is the Redeemer?

· A: The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, in whom God became man and bore the penalty for sin himself.
· Administrative Announcements

· Wednesday Night Meetings – Summer Schedule (handout)

· Picnic on June 14 – bring your families!

· Gift cards to Sydney and Candace

· Bible Bowl 3 – Daniel, May 31

· Who brought their Bibles and Binders?

· Softball or baseball infielders
· Face 2 Face: Natalie, Sydney

· Offering / Prayer

· Get two boys and two girls to collect offering
· Get student volunteer to pray – thanks for those who have sacrificed lives for our country and for freedom
· SLIDE: SERGEANT YORK
· Memorial Day Heroes – Sergeant York

· Alvin York enlisted in the United States Army and served in World War I. During a mission to secure the German Decauville rail-line on October 8, 1918, York's actions earned him the Medal of Honor. He recalled:

·     "The Germans got us, and they got us right smart. They just stopped us dead in our tracks. Their machine guns were up there on the heights overlooking us and well hidden, and we couldn’t tell for certain where the terrible heavy fire was coming from… 

· Seventeen men under the command of Sergeant Bernard Early (which included York) infiltrated behind the German lines to take out the machine guns. The group worked their way behind the Germans and overran the headquarters of a German unit, capturing a large group of German soldiers who were preparing to counter-attack against the US troops. Early’s men were contending with the prisoners when machine gun fire suddenly peppered the area, killing six Americans and wounding three others, including Sergeant Early. The fire came from German machine guns on the ridge, which turned their weapons on the US soldiers. The loss of the nine put York in charge of the seven remaining U.S. soldiers. As his men remained under cover, and guarding the prisoners, York worked his way into position to silence the German machine guns.

· York recalled:

·     "And those machine guns were spitting fire and cutting down the undergrowth all around me something awful. And the Germans were yelling orders. You never heard such a racket in all of your life. I didn't have time to dodge behind a tree or dive into the brush… As soon as the machine guns opened fire on me, I began to exchange shots with them. There were over thirty of them in continuous action, and all I could do was touch the Germans off just as fast as I could. I was sharp shooting… All the time I kept yelling at them to come down. I didn't want to kill any more than I had to. But it was they or I. And I was giving them the best I had."[6]

· One of York’s German prisoners emptied his pistol trying to kill York while he was contending with the machine guns. Failing to injure York, and seeing his mounting losses, he offered to surrender the unit to York, which was gladly accepted. By the end of the engagement, York and his seven men marched 132 German prisoners back to the American lines. His actions silenced the German machine guns and were responsible for enabling the 328th Infantry Regiment to renew the offensive to capture the Railroad.[7]

· York was a corporal during the action. His promotion to sergeant was part of the honor for his valor. Of his deeds, York later said, "A higher power than man power guided and watched over me and told me what to do."

HOW TO READ AND UNDERSTAND THE PROPHETS: DANIEL (3)

· SLIDE: TITLE SLIDE
· As we continue our study of the Book of Daniel today, we’re going to be inspired by some biblical heroes who took a stand in the face of real danger. 

· And we’re going to be reminded of the main lesson in the book of Daniel: 

· God is sovereign over history and empires. His kingdom will endure forever!
· SLIDE: HOW TO EXEGETE THE PROPHETS

· “Exegete” simply means to practice the art and science of interpretation
· What are the guidelines we need to follow when interpreting the 16 books of the Bible that are included in the prophets?
· Get help!
· Commentaries, Bible dictionaries, etc.
· New Bible Atlas: Belshazzar was not the son of Nebuchadnezzar; Neb’s wife was Amytis; he built multiple walls around the city for fortification as well as new canals; city had 8 gates, including famous Ishtar gate

· Understand the history of the time

· Big picture

· Israel in exile

· Babylonian empire

· In our times, Babylonia is where southern Iraq currently is

· In ancient times it was known as Akkad and Sumer

· Babylonians were also called the Chaldeans – Chaldea was another name for Sumer 

· Assyrians ruled before them, Medes and Persians after them

· Fine detail

· Nebuchadnezzar 

· Son of Nabopolasser, who founded new Babylonian empire

· In Ezekiel and Jeremiah name is spelled  Nebuchadrezzar

· Built Hanging Gardens for his sick wife Amytis, who longed for the trees and flowering plants of her homeland in Persia

· Learn how to read poetry

· Average American has little appreciation for poetry

· In ancient times, when so few people could write and read, important things were often communicated in poetry because it was easier to memorize and remember

· The Iliad and The Odyssey
· All the prophetic books contain a good bit of poetry

· And poetry has its own rules – to understand poetry right, you need to understand these rules

· Realize that their future may be our past

· In Daniel 8 and 11, Daniel has a vision of a mighty ruler who comes out of the West (described in ch. 8 as goat with strong horn)

· When you read the details of the vision and look at historical details, it seems very clear to commentators that this vision was describing Alexander the Great, a real king

· Alexander the Great died in 323 BC – over 2300 years ago

· But Alexander hadn’t even been born at the time Daniel had his vision. In fact, Alexander wouldn’t be born for almost 200 years!

· Daniel’s future is our ancient past

· SLIDE: MAP OF BABYLONIAN EMPIRE

· SLIDE: PICTURE OF ISHTAR GATE

· One of 8 gates Nebuchadnezzar built in the city walls
· SLIDE: TRIVIAL PURSUIT

· Art & Culture questions (all boys and girls)
· Answers
· William Shakespeare
· Tiger Lily
· December 26
· Uncle Remus
· SLIDE: KING OVER ALL: FOUR MEN IN THE FIERY FURNACE

· This morning we’re going to look at two stories in Daniel – two amazing stories of men who courageously stood up for their faith, even though they knew it could cost them their life

· They had convictions – convictions so strong they were willing to die for them rather than compromise

· Let’s be inspired by their lives as we begin reading in Daniel chapter 3…

· Read Daniel 3:1, 3-7
· Nebuchadnezzar made a statue of gold that was 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide

· Then he gathered all the leaders of his empire for the dedication ceremony. Here’s what he told them: As soon as you hear the music playing, bow down and worship the statue. If you don’t, you will immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.

· For the Babylonians, this would have been no problem – they were used to worshiping a host of gods and goddesses. What would it matter to worship one more?

· But for the Jews, this was a violation of the 1st Commandment. To bow down to this statue would be to disobey and dishonor their God.

· Read Daniel 3:8-12
· Certain Chaldeans came forward – Babylonians – and accused Daniel’s three friends: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

· Jealous of these Jewish prisoners of war who had been given authority over all of Babylon

· When those three Jewish leaders refused to bow their knee, these Babylonians saw their big opportunity

· Read Daniel 3:13-15
· This made Nebuchadnezzar mad – really mad

· He called them in, asked if this was true

· He offered them a second chance

· But he also made this threat: If they didn’t accept his offer, they would be thrown into the fiery furnace

· “And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hand?”

· Neb doesn’t know who he is messing with, does he?

· Read Daniel 3:16-18
· Listen how bold they are – they say they don’t even have to answer him! Yet he is the king, the greatest king on earth!

· Where does that kind of courage come from?

· From knowing and serving the King of Kings, the King over all!

· Listen to how they answer:

· Our God is able to save us from your fiery furnace, and we know he will

· But if for some reason he doesn’t, we still aren’t going to serve your gods or worship your statue. We would rather die.

· Read Daniel 3:19-27
· The king was fired up – heat the furnace 7 times hotter!

· Soldiers tied the three men up in their clothes

· The men who threw them into the furnace were killed just by getting near the flames

· Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell into the flames…

· What the king saw next was incredible to him – he couldn’t believe his eyes.

· No longer did he see three men in the furnace – he saw four men, walking around unharmed, and the fourth looked like a son of the gods

· Who was this fourth?

· Bible scholars think it was Jesus!

· Remember the King who promises to be with us all the time?

· Nebuchadnezzar calls the three men out of the furnace; all the rulers gathered around to take a look.

· Hair wasn’t singed

· Cloaks weren’t burned

· They didn’t even smell like smoke!

· Read Daniel 3:28-30
· This king is now singing to a different tune!

· Instead of trying to kill them for refusing to worship his statue, he now…

· praises them for their courage

· warns everyone in the Babylonian empire that if they ever say a word against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, they shall be torn limb from limb and have their houses ripped to pieces

· promotes these three men to higher positions of authority in his kingdom

· What a test these three men faced. When the instruments played and they remained standing, they knew they could die for their convictions. They were prepared.

· But God was mighty to save and he delivered them from the fiery furnace.

· There is no God like our Lord!

· SLIDE: KING OVER ALL: DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN

· Let’s look at one more story of a courageous man with a mighty God

· Daniel is the main character, but there’s a new king: King Darius

· Read Daniel 6:1-9
· As you probably know, Washington, D.C. is a town that revolves around political power. Leaders are constantly trying to get power for themselves and take power away from others. The same was true in ancient Babylon.
· King Darius had made Daniel his top government leader, and the other leaders were jealous.
· They tried to find some dirt on Daniel – personal scandal, financial mistakes, etc. – but couldn’t find anything. “No error or fault was found in him.”
· The only possibility they saw was to do something about his religion…so they talked King Darius into passing a law that for 30 days, no one in the empire could worship anyone but him.
· Read Daniel 6:10-15
· What was Daniel’s response? What went through his mind? How was he tempted?
· We don’t know what he thought or felt, but we know what he did… he made a beeline back to his house, knelt down with the windows open so that anyone could hear and see, and began to pray. 
· The new law didn’t change his prayer habit a bit – he continued to pray to his God three times a day.
· His political enemies caught him in the act and made a beeline of their own…straight to the throne room of King Darius.
· Remember that law you signed? 
· Of course! And it can’t be revoked (taken back)
· Daniel is breaking your new law! He’s praying three times a day!
· King Darius immediately knew that Daniel had been framed, trapped…and he tried his hardest to find a way to bail him out. But he couldn’t. He knew the law – once the King made a decree, nothing could change it.
· Read Daniel 6:16-23
· As he threw him into the lion’s den, King Darius said he hoped Daniel’s god could deliver him
· A stone was put over the den, sealed with the king’s own ring
· He went back to his palace, deeply troubled and unable to sleep
· Early the next morning, he rushed to the lion’s den and cried out, “has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions”?
· Remember what we learned in “Pilgrim’s Progress” about lions?
· Do we need to fear them? Why not?
· Because God has them on a chain!
· And he had these lions on a chain, too
· An angel from God shut the lions’ mouths
· They pulled Daniel out of the lion’s den without a scratch, “because he had trusted in his God”
· Read Daniel 6:24
· Daniel’s accusers got a taste of their own medicine…before their bodies had even hit the floor of the den, they were lion lunch
· SLIDE: TREMBLE AND FEAR!

· Once again the Book of Daniel shows a pagan king coming face to face with the King over all, the king of kings
· After this amazing act of deliverance, King Darius writes a letter to everyone in his empire with the following command, found in Daniel 6:26-27:
· Dan. 6:26  I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion  people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for  he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be  to the end. 

· Dan. 6:27 
He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”
· What if Daniel had caved? What if he had compromised? What if he had just closed his windows, prayed in private? Would that be so bad?
· Because of Daniel’s courage…because of Daniel’s conviction…the entire Persian empire was commanded to honor and worship the true and living God.
· The impact of this one man and his three friends – the impact of their faith in God – is incredible.
· What will my impact be? What about yours?
· On your handout, in the blank space titled, “Steps For My Path,” take a minute to ask God to show you one area of your life where you know you need to take a stand. 
· Maybe it’s something personal and private – an area of your life where you’ve not been obeying God and you know you need to change
· Maybe it’s a particular friend, somebody who is having more of an influence on you – a bad influence – than you are having on him or her.
· Maybe it’s a TV show you watch or music you listen to that’s drawing you away from God
· Maybe it’s your classroom or on a sports team – you haven’t been standing up for the truth and you know you need to change
· Write down that one thing – and quietly ask God to give you the courage to stand up for what’s true.
· Please stand as we close in prayer.
· Prayer of dedication

